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Society of Accredited
Marine Surveyors®
7855 Argyle Forest Boulevard
Suite 203
Jacksonville, Florida 32244

WHO WE ARE

We are the international Society of Accredited Ma-
rine Surveyors®, Surveyor Associates, and Affiliate
Members who have joined together to promote the
good image and general well-being of our profession,
SAMS® accepts for membership only those profes-
sionals who have demonstrated the technical skills
necessary to be accredited as marine surveyors in
order to use the title of Accredited Marine Surveyor.
Our Accredited Marine Surveyor (A.M.S.%) members
must have a minimum of 5 years experience and must
pass an examination by our testing committee in or-
der to earn this designation. They must participate in
a program of continuing education in order to main-
tain their designation. Members using the title of Sur-
veyor Associate (SA) are practicing marine survey-
ors who have not yet met the qualifications for ac-
ceptance as an Accredited member, Affiliate Mem-
bers (AFF) are individuals and businesses providing
a product or service relative to the marine industry.
SAMS® members must be persons of integrity who
conduct themselves in a professional manner. We are
committed to enhancing the profession of marine
surveying, avoiding prejudice, conflict of interest, and
maintaining professional independence.

CHECKLIST

DATE AND TIME:

LOCATION:

Permission From Owner—--—- -
Yard Notified =========ma=aaaax
Hauling Arranged ——————--—-—-
DC Power Available =====---—
AC Power Available--——------=
Electronics Installed =======--<
Engines Ready ——-—————--——
Water System Ready-----—-==-—-
Water on Board=—========mma=-
Toilets Ready —-—-——--—-——-———
Bilges Clean/Dry —-——————-—
All Covers Removed ——-—-—-—
Lockers Clear of Gear ——-------
Safety Systems Oper. —=====—==-
Life Jackets & Throwables —-——-
Fire Extinguishers ——=====--=ux
Anchor & Rode———=mm—m—mmmmmm
Compass——
Sound Signaling Devices -———--
Visual Distress Signals ————-—-
Bilge Pumps Operational ===---
MNav. Lights Operational ——-----

TYPES OF SURVEY:
Pre-purchase
Insurance -—=-s=——emmm———
Appraisal ——— =

YES

NO

N/A

Damage -——
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Sea Trial

Captain for Sea Trial
Oil Analysis=-—=============--

Corrosion Testing

Ultrasonic Testing-

Other Testing (Specify)

CAN'T FIND A SAMS SURVEYOR?
CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER

1-800-344-9077

FAX# 1-904-388-3958

http: // www. marinesurvey.org
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CHOOSING A MARINE
SURVEYOR

An)“ﬂnﬂ can title him or herself a Marine Sur-

veyor and start a business. Certain marine surveyors
are permitted to use a designation denoting member-
ship in accrediting organizations that require mem-
bers to meet strict professional, technical, and ethi-
cal standards. Surveyors should provide you with a
professionally prepared report that can be accepted
by your bank and/or insurance company. Talk with
prospective surveyors and ask questions! What does
the survey include, and what type of reporting for-
mat is used? Do they use ABYC, NFPA, and USCG
standards in their surveys? How much will the in-
spection cost? How long will the inspection take? A
thorough inspection will not be rushed. It will de-
pend on the type of survey required, and based on
size, equipment, and onboard systems. There may be
additional services available such as engine surveys,
oil analysis, galvanic and stray current corrosion test-
ing, ultrasonic testing, moisture testing, as well as
other non-destructive tests. There may be additional
charges for these and other services.

Well conducted surveys can provide good infor-

mation on the vessel’s condition, but they are not
guarantees. The surveyor reports the condition in
accessible areas only as it existed at the time of in-
spection.

Wh}’ should vou have the vessel surveyed? The

buyer needs to know her condition and approximate
fair market value, Most insurance companies and
banks will require a current survey on older vessels
in order to underwrite and/or finance the vessel. Fi-
nally, the most important reason to survey your ves-
sel is for the safety of your crew and guests.

TYPES OF

SURVEYS

MARINE SURVEYS ARE PERFORMED FOR A
NUMBER OF REASONS AND THE
PROCEDURES FOR EACH VYARIES TO
BEST SUIT YOUR NEEDS.

PRE-PURCHASE SURVEY

This is the most comprehensive type of inspection,
and is strongly advised when purchasing a new or
used vessel. Condition and the overall operation
of the vessel should be examined. This includes
such items as structural integrity, out of water
inspection, sea trial, electrical systems,
propulsion system, fuel system, machinery,
navigation, misc. on board systems, cosmetic
appearance, electronics, and overall maintenance.

INSURANCE SURVEY

This inspection is performed so that the insurance
company can determine whether or not the vessel
is an acceptable risk. They are interested in struc-
tural integrity and safety for its intended use. Most
insurance companies require a survey on older
boats. They will also want to know the vessels fair
market value.

APPRAISAL INSPECTION

This inspection is performed to gather enough
information to justify or determine the fairmarket
value of the vessel. This is normally needed for
financing, estate settlements, donations, and
legal cases.

DAMAGE INSPECTION

This s performed to assess the extent of damage,
recommend repairs, estimate repair cost, and if
requested, the probable cause,

PREPARING FOR
THE SURVEY

Time and additional expenses can
be saved by preparing the vessel
for inspection and making her
more accessible,

Arrange to presentaclean, shipshapeboat, and
have all papers and miscellaneous gear ready. If
applicable, you will need to make arrangements
with the marina to haul the vessel for bottom
inspection, and a captain forseatrial. Lockers and
cabin areas should be cleared of all miscellaneous
gear, The surveyor should never be asked to
prepare a boat for inspection. The surveyor may
request minor dismantling of interior ceilings,
headliners, flooring, et. in order to gain access to
suspected areas. Random inspection of fasteners
on wood boats below water line could be examined
for condition. Any dismantling and re-installation
of these parts should be performed by qualified
personel, which is the responsibility of the person
ordering the survey,

Written authorization from the owner
may be needed to board and/or to
remove any part of the vessel.

ONCE YOU RETAIN THE SURVEYOR,
HE OR SHE WORKS ONLY FOR YOU
AND REPORTS TO NO ONE ELSE.
THE SURVEYOR IS THERE TO
PROTECT YOUR INTEREST!




